
Laugh out loud
During my lifetime, one of the biggest changes I’ve noticed has been 
the ‘shrinking’ of the world. When I was young I rarely knew of what was 
happening across Australia, let alone the world. It took time for information 
to be transmitted and because of the technology (or lack of ) at that time, 
there was careful selection of what was reported. I remember the hardcopy 
newspaper being the main source of information, dominated mainly with 
print. One 30 minute news broadcast a day, provided insight to news 
and current affairs. If you missed that, there was no catch up channel or 
streaming to access. You waited for the next news bulletin the next day. 
Fast forward to today and I can at any time access information, often video 
footage, of what is happening, sometimes as it is happening.

I think it is unfortunate that the ratio of good news stories to stories 
presenting the challenges, struggles and tragedies that occur is weighted 
heavily in favour of the latter. 

It can be easy to forget the good things in life, to laugh and to smile if 
we aren’t conscious of the information and messaging we let ourselves be 
exposed to. Taking the time for gratitude and enjoying the good things in 
life is so important. A good laugh out loud is so therapeutic. 

Psalm 98 is an encouragement to us to shout for joy. The Psalmist encourages 
us to remember how good and gracious God is to us and shout for joy and 
celebrate this. Reading the Psalm and remember God’s goodness to us lifts 
our spirits. 

Do you remember the last time you shouted for joy for the gifts and blessings 
in your life? Have you shouted for joy lately? I encourage you to give it a go 
and if you are facing challenges right now and this is hard, always remember 
you have a God who loves you.  

Sing to the LORD a new song, for he has done marvellous 
things; Shout for joy to the LORD, all the earth, burst into 

jubilant song with music; 
Psalm 98, v1 and v4.

Faith Focus

James Heyne 

Te
rm

 4
  W

ee
k 

5
2022

Year 2 students learning coding by creating a game with Scratch



SRC News
The SRC focus of ‘Kind Words and Kind 
Actions’ is in full force at St Mark’s starting with 
our fundraising efforts. In support of Nude Food 
Week, the SRC adapted the usual ‘Zooper Dooper’ 
Friday for an ice-cream in a cone with great 
success. There was a reduction in waste, smiles 
on faces and much needed money raised. 

The SRC are excited to announce that Ice-cream 
Friday will continue for the remainder of this 
term for a gold coin. SRC have asked their peers 
to bring a reusable bowl and spoon if they 
don’t wish to, or cant, have a cone. Students 
who cannot eat dairy will also be catered for. SRC 
will also be spreading kindness through their 
Crazy, Colour Casual Dress Day on Tuesday, 29th 
November. A reminder not to spray hair or paint 
faces with colour. All money raised will go to 
Hungry No More.  

SRC are also encouraging their peers to spread 
kindness in our school by fulfilling the kind 
action or words they are recommended to use on 
the ‘service love hearts’. The SRC have written and 
started to share these love hearts throughout the 
school. 

It is exciting to see the new initiatives the SRC 
have created in Term 4. Thank you SRC! 

Dani Barolo
Learning and Curriculum Leader

Important Bits
Principal Ponderings
As I sit at my desk writing I notice the date, 16th 
November 2022. The realisation strikes that in 
four weeks the 2022 school year will be complete. 

I look at the school calendar and see all the plans 
we have for these last four weeks. We are going 
to be busy and work hard, but we won’t complete 
everything on our lists.  I pause, breathe deeply 
and accept that we can’t make more time but we 
can make the most of the time left by prioritising 
the wellbeing and togetherness of our school 
community. By doing this, it provides us with 
clarity of what essential learning and activities 
remain for the year, because . We can then work 
together to finish these strongly.  

Tomorrow I will provide a separate letter to 
families outlining our 2023 plans, including our 
staffing team, the 2023 tuition fee schedule and 
key plans for our community. Please check your 
emails for this tomorrow. 

A MASSIVE shout out to all the students & 
families who supported our Billy G’s Cookie 
Dough Fundraiser. THANK YOU!

Students should be so proud 
as they sold 519 tubs of 
Cookie Dough and raised 
$2076!

Delivery is scheduled on Wednesday, 7th 
December. Notes will be sent home the week 
prior to delivery, advising how to collect your 
Cookie Dough order.

Our Top 3 Sellers were:
1st - Luca - 44 Tubs
2nd - Emily - 34 Tubs
3rd - Timmy - 32 Tubs

Congratulations to every student who sold a 
tub of Cookie Dough, you will be rewarded! 
Rewards will be distributed 
in the coming weeks. Here 
are some examples of what 
students may receiving 
dependant on how many 
tubs were sold.

During the 3 week fundraiser, 11 students 
became Cookie Champions on their interactive 
fundraising page and will be rewarded with 
Cookie Champion Bag tags.

Coming Up!
The Colour Run is BACK!!!!!
We are asking for volunteers on Friday, 9th 
December from 12.30pm to help set up the 
colour stations. If you wish to volunteer, please 
complete the Volunteer Slip below and return to 
school by Friday, 2nd December.

Next P&F meeting is Wednesday, 23rd 
November in the library at 7pm.

All are welcome, I would love to see some new 
faces join us.

Tara Wilson



Coming Up...
 November November
 Friday 18th Friday 18th
 Chapel, 9am - Pastor Ben

 Monday 21st Monday 21st
  Swimming, Years 1-4Swimming, Years 1-4

  Tuesday 22nd
 Swimming, Years 1-4Swimming, Years 1-4

 Wednesday 23rd Wednesday 23rd
  Swimming, Years 1-4Swimming, Years 1-4
 P&F Meeting, 7pm - Library P&F Meeting, 7pm - Library

 Thursday 24th Thursday 24th
  Band rehearsal, 8.20amBand rehearsal, 8.20am
 Swimming, Years 1-4 Swimming, Years 1-4
 Champions Challenge  - School Athletics Team Champions Challenge  - School Athletics Team

 Friday 25th Friday 25th
 Chapel, 9am - led by 1UB Chapel, 9am - led by 1UB
 Swimming, Years 1-4 Swimming, Years 1-4
 Book Club Orders due today Book Club Orders due today

 Monday 28th Monday 28th
 All Library books and readers due back today! All Library books and readers due back today!

 Tuesday 29th
 Assembly @ 9:00am - 2K, 3M, FH

 Wednesday 30th Wednesday 30th
 Foundation 2023 Transition Visit - Group 1
 Year 5 Camp, She-oak Run

  DecemberDecember
 Thursday 1st Thursday 1st
  Band Rehearsal, 8.20am
  Year 5 Camp, She-oak Run
 Foundation 2023 Transition Visit - Group 2

 Friday 2nd Friday 2nd
 Chapel, 9am - Pastor Ben
 Year 5 Camp, She-oak Run

School Life

Library News
Soon we will begin our annual stocktake. If your 
child receives an overdue book notice we would 
appreciate the return of these books ASAP. If you 
have any problems, please notify your child’s 
teacher or myself.

Kind Regards,
Louise Paterson
Librarian

Achievement  Awards
Congratulations to

Asher B  •  Elijah S  •  Charlie H
Annalise V-H  •  Seth W  •  Piper B-C 

Cohen L  •  Danika V-H  •  Mya L 
Keeley L  •  Tessa S

Elienne T  •  Lawson S

who received Awards at our Week 5 
Assembly.

Year 6 Aquatics CampYear 6 Aquatics Camp

Students took part in may challenges and were 
encouraged to employ ‘You Can Do It’ strategies 
to conquer fears and try new things.

SAVE THE DATE
Wednesday, 14th Dec

7pm
Whole School Closing Service

For ALL Students and Families



Seesaw 
Have you checked out your child’s Seesaw 
Learning Journal recently?

You will find regular snapshots of what is 
happening in class, along with learning 
experiences with teacher feedback. Look through 
the Seesaw learning journal with your child 
to inspire valuable conversations and insights 
to their thinking and learning. Students love 
reading your comments on their learning. 

Comments with encouraging words that promote 
a growth-mindset can have a powerful impact. 
If you have any questions or need assistance 
logging into Seesaw, contact your child’s class 
teacher for help. 

LOST SOMETHING?
Please check your uniform items and name if 
necessary. We have a full lost property box of 
unnamed items. Pop in and check it when you 
can!

School Life
Year 5 News
What does making jewellery 
have to do with Digital 
Technologies?

Ask a Year 5 - they have been 
learning about binary code. 
Students created images 
by writing in binary code and 
made binary 
bracelets with 
different coloured 
beads to aid in 
understanding.

They also explored 
different light 
sources as an 
introduction to the unit of Light in Science.

Year 2 News
Recently our Year 2s 
went to The Cedars 
in Hahndorf as part 
of the Art and HASS 
curriculum.

They toured the residence 
and studio of Hans Heyson 
and then did their own 
sketching in his garden.

They then went to the 
Hahndorf Academy and 
Museum and learnt about 
life for German settlers in 
the 1800s.

Since returning they 
have been busy 
creating art in honour 
of Hans Heyson and analysing and comparing life 
in the 1800s with their life today.

Sports News
Congratulations and good luck to Lilly H (Year 6) 
who is travelling to Brisbane to compete in the 
SA Under 12 Years Athletics team for the School 
Sport Australia Track and Field Championship.

Lilly has successfully progressed through two 
stages of competition to make this prodigious 
team. She will compete in the 100m, 200m and 
the 4 x 100m team. We look forward to hearing 
about the event when you return!

St Mark’s Parent Communication 
Survey

We are currently undertaking a review of the 
communication methods, tools and processes we 
use to communicate with our St Mark’s families 
and caregivers. 

You may have already received an email with a 
link to our online St Mark’s Parent Communication 
Survey this week. We encourage you to take the 
time to fill out this survey, as the information 
collected will help us improve our communication 
with you and your family.

Your individual input is also confidential.
If you haven’t received an email with the survey 
link, you can access it online here: 
https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/
stmarksparentcomms. 



Community

Community

Important Term 4 Dates
Year 5 CampYear 5 Camp

Wednesday 30th Nov - Friday 2nd DecWednesday 30th Nov - Friday 2nd Dec

Year 6 Graduation DinnerYear 6 Graduation Dinner
Thursday, 8th DecThursday, 8th Dec

Colour RunColour Run
Friday, 9th DecFriday, 9th Dec

Step Up DayStep Up Day
Monday, 12th DecMonday, 12th Dec

Whole School Closing ServiceWhole School Closing Service
@ Inbarendi, Cornerstone College@ Inbarendi, Cornerstone College

Wednesday, 14th DecWednesday, 14th Dec

School Life

Mt Barker Christmas Pageant
St Mark’s is participating in the Mt Barker 

Christmas Pageant on…

Saturday, December 3rd

St Mark’s Church & St Mark’s Lutheran School 
will be entering a combined Nativity float in 
the Mt Barker Christmas Pageant. Our float is a 
wonderful opportunity to remind people about 
the reason for this wonderful season. 

We are now calling for students to participate. 
Participants will be sitting on a car trailer on bales 
of hay. Older students will walk alongside the 
float. If your child is interested in participating, 
please complete the form that was sent home 
to families or contact the front office for a new 
form. Contact Sharon Steven (5SM)for more 
details if needed.
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Sunday December 4, 1:30 – 3:30pm 
St Mark’s Church Link 

Bring $3.00, Enthusiasm and Your Friends 

… and remember to DRESS FESTIVE!   
 

Contact Emma Graetz on 0418 898 430 or emmagraetz@gmail.com to RSVP by 
December 2nd or for any questions you might have. 
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Welcoming children in 
Years 3 - 6 to our  

last Jaffa event for 2022 
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