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‘Dunn do it again!!! 2024 Victors

Faith Focus

This Sunday is Palm Sunday. Palm Sunday marks the beginning of Holy Week, a significant time for Christians
worldwide. It commemorates Jesus' triumphant entry into Jerusalem, where crowds welcomed Him with palm
branches and shouts of “Hosanna!” Yet, within a week, the same crowds would cry out for His crucifixion. Joy
and tragedy... a little like the highs and lows we experience in our own daily lives....

In Matthew we read of the triumphant entry of Jesus to Jerusalem (Matthew 21:7-11) where he was greeted
amidst cheers and praises... is this not similar to our own moments of triumph and success?....Our children
eating all of their vegetables at the dinner table with not even one complaint, a 14 year old son using words (I
understand) rather than the usual grunt, a three year old finally mastering potty training ... aren't all of these
momentus gifts from God? They certainly are and were for me!

We hear Jesus being confronted by corruption in the temple (Matthew 21:12-17). Yet he demonstrated the
courage to stand against injustice. Similarly, we encounter challenges and temptations that test our faith... Let
us draw strength from Jesus’ example and confront these obstacles with just hearts.

In the garden of Gethsemane (Matthew 26:36-46), Jesus grappled with the weight of His impending sacrifice,
yet He surrendered to God's will. Likewise, we face moments of uncertainty and fear. Through prayer and trust
in God'’s plan, we can find the strength to persevere and continue the journey... whatever the journey may be.

At the last supper Jesus endured betrayal from Judas and denial from Peter (Matthew 26:47-75), experiencing
the sting of abandonment. How often in our own lives do we encounter betrayal and rejection?... What are
your memories of being left out of a game at school or called terrible names by children who you thought
were friends? You may not have suffered these experiences but I'm sure there were others. | encourage you to
remember that Jesus understands our pain and stands with us in our very darkest moments.

Then Jesus bore the weight of the cross all the way to Calvary (Matthew 27:32-56) enduring ridicule and
suffering along the way. Similarly, we carry our own burdens and face hardships in our journey. Yet, just as Jesus
conquered death, we find hope in His victory over sin and death.

And finally... Jesus’ crucifixion (Matthew 27:57-28:10) seemed like the end, but it certainly wasn’t the end. His
resurrection brought forth new life and redemption. Likewise, in our trials and struggles, we find hope in the
promise of resurrection and the assurance of God’s unfailing love for us all.

As we reflect on Palm Sunday and the events of Holy Week, | invite you to remember that our journey mirrors
that of Jesus. Through triumphs and trials, let us remain steadfast in faith, knowing that He walks alongside us
every step of the way. As we embrace the paradox of the cross, may we find strength, hope and a peace that
only the resurrection of Jesus can bring.

“For the message of the cross is foolishness to those who are perishing, but to us who are being saved it is the
power of God.” (1 Corinthians 1:18)



Important Bits

Acting Principal Ponderings...

The fourth of our four St Mark’ values is Service.
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Service - We give generously of our time and talents
for others.

Service at St Mark’s is well and truly active. Our Student
Representative Council (SRC) give their time generously
to organise lunch time clubs, being an alternative to
playground games, so all students have an opportunity
to connect with others. Each fortnight our SRC also plan
and prepare for school assemblies and do a wonderful
job at it too!

We have staff members who go beyond their role
as teachers and leaders and manage Coding Club,
Dodgeball Club and even a Dance Club - again so our
students can connect in ways that may not occur if these
activities were not organised and supervised by staff.

We have Year 6 Peer Mentors who each lunchtime, make
themselves available to wander through the playground
and be a point of contact for the little ones who may
need a referee for a game or to organise a game of Duck,
Duck, Goose! And what a wonderful sight it is...to see
a group of students from Foundation to Year 6 playing
together and enjoying each other’s company.

We give generously of our time and talent for others...
it's just who we are at St Mark’s and for this | am thankful.
I'm thankful because | know that as our students leave
this place, they will continue to give of themselves
to others... continue to make a contribution to their
families, their community and the world beyond the
Adelaide Hills!

Sports Day

What a wonderful day it was. | would like to thank our
Parents & Friends for all of their culinary efforts! The yiros
and sausages were scrumptious! Also a thank you to all
of the families who baked for the cake stall! It ALL looked
absolutely yummy.

Learning Conversations

Learning Conversations, previously termed Parent
Teacher Interviews, are being held on Wednesday,
3rd April, Tuesday, 9th April and Thursday, 11th April.
Information on how to book your child’s Learning
Conversation was sent out yesterday afternoon. Please
look out for this email with information on the structure
of the conversation and how to book, as we require all
bookings to be finalised by Thursday, 28th March. We
look forward to providing you with the opportunity to
speak to your child’s teacher and gain an understanding
of your child’s strengths and areas for development.

Early Closure: Please be aware that the school day
ends at 3:00pm on 3rd, 9th and 11th of April. Students
who catch buses will still be able to do so at normal
time.

Harmony Day

Tomorrow is Harmony Day! Students can wear either a
touch of orange, a cultural costume or even the colours
of the flag of your family’s country of origin. We look
forward to our cultural champions - parents, students
and staff sharing their wonderful heritage from 1:50pm.

Chapel

Year 4K will be leading us in Chapel tomorrow morning
and you guessed it...the theme is Harmony Day! All
parents and caregivers are most welcome to attend
Chapel from 9:00am in the Hall. Please also join us for
Coffee and Chat and a biscuit in the staffroom. Everyone
is warmly welcomed.

Mt Barker Show

I'll be representing St Mark'’s at the Mt Barker Show on
Saturday March 23rd together with the Principal of
Cornerstone College Thomas Brennen. If you're at the
Show, make sure you come by and say hello. Play dough,
Jenga and lollypops will be on offer. It certainly is a
privilege to be able to share the blessing that is St Mark'’s
and Cornerstone College with our local community.

As you wander through this coming week, | encourage
you to pause... find some time to just be!

Loredana Saracini

Camp Quality - School Visit

Camp Quality is an organisation who support children
who have either been diagnosed with cancer or have a
familymemberwhohasreceivedadiagnosis.InTerm 1the
SRChave earmarkedall Chapel offeringsto Camp Quality.

On Tuesday 2nd April the team from Camp Quality
will bring their puppets to St Mark’s. You can read
more about Camp Quality’'s show and the work
they do in the flyer attached to this newsletter. The
puppet shows will commence at the following times:

«  Foundation to Year 2 (The Big Party) - 10:30am -
11:00am

« Year 3 to Year 6 (The Big Score) 11:30am - 12:30pm

If you have any questions or would like to let us know
about how a cancer story in your family is impacting
your child, please contact Julian Feldstein jfeldstein@
stmarks.sa.edu.au our Pastoral Care Worker as well

as your child’s class teacher so they can check in with
your child before and after the show.

As you will see in the flyer, parents are encouraged to
join us for the shows. Camp Quality will be presenting
their puppet show in the school Hall.

The Camp Quality team promotes positivity and
so our SRC will be holding a CASUAL DAY on the
day with the gold coin donation supporting CAMP
QUALITY. Our SRC have decided the best theme
for our casual day is to wear something BRIGHT!

We look forward to Camp Quality’s puppet
presentation and we also look forward t o
parents / caregivers also joining us for this event.

Student Representative Council




School Life

SPORTSDAY
2024

Coming Up...

March

Friday 22nd
Chapel, 9am - 4K
Harmony Day - Wear Orange/cultural dress

Tuesday 26th
Assembly, 9am

Thursday 28th
Maundy Thursday Chapel, 9am - 3L

Friday 29th
Good Friday Public Holiday

April
Monday 1st
Easter Monday Public Holiday

Wednesday 3rd
2024 Learning Conversations (School finishes at 3:00pm)

Friday 5th
Chapel, 9am - Pastor

For the wonderful families that baked for our
very yummy cake stall on Sports Day, please
remember to pop into the staffroom to collect
your plastic containers.
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BOOK CLUB

Book Club Issue 2 Order forts have been

sent home. Qrders and payment are due in
by Friday, 29th March.

ongratulations

Last weekend Maddy and her pony Ellie
represented St Marks at the Equestrian
Interschool State Championships and had aI
very successful event which will hopefully see
them selected into the State team to compete
at the Nationals in Tamworth in September.

Well done!|
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School Life

CAMP QUALITY’S CANCER EDUCATION PROGRAM
HAS BEEN BOOKED To VIS\T YOUR PRIMARY OR
PRESCHOOL. WE CAN’T WaIT 170 SEE You!

Camp Quality’s cancer education program has been teaching kids about cancer with a fun and interactive puppet
performance, for over 33 years. The program focuses on telling the broader cancer story, including how to support
someone who is facing their own cancer diagnosis or that of a loved one.

The free Cancer Education Program visits primary and preschools around Australia and is shown to reduce bullying,
absenteeism and the need for mental health support services for kids impacted by cancer. An independent KMPG
report showed the total Social Return on Investment of the Cancer Education Program is $5 for every $1 spent.

The program includes newly developed Teacher Resource Packs aligned to the Australian Curriculum, Early Years
Learning Framework and state-based curriculums. Teacher lesson plans, classroom activities and our Talking
About Cancer guide provide further learning on the social and emotional impacts of cancer. We also offer a free Kids'
Guide to Cancer App that can be downloaded to your smartphone or tablet. Our resources have been developed

in consultation with subject matter experts in the health and education sectors and help to facilitate conversations
about cancer.

I
THE BIG PARTY THE BIG SCORE
AGES: PRESCHOOL - YEAR 2 AGES: YEAR 3-6
DURATION: 30 MINUTES DURATION: AHR (INCLUD\NG

POST-SHOW Q&A SESSION)
Ariel has a brain tumour. Her big brother Tom Siblings Tom & Ariel's lives are turned upside
knows she’s having a tough time in hospital, so down when Ariel is diagnosed with a brain
today he's bringing her something he's sure will tumour. Leaving their home on the country farm
cheer her up straight away - an invitation to Lucy and moving to the city for Ariel's treatment at
Carmichael’s Bouncy Castle Birthday Party on hospital, they must start fresh at a new school,
Saturday! Only, Ariel can't go.. how will she ever with new teachers, new friends and a whole new
explain to the other kids why she doesn’'t have normal. Will Ariel ever make it through Year 5,
any hair, and why she's tired and skinny..? The Big and will Tom ever become a soccer superstar?
Party by Julianne O'Brien is an empowering story, The Big Score by Julianne O'Brien is a touching
using interactive puppetry to teach us about story, using interactive puppetry to teach us
cancer and the importance of positivity and about cancer and the importance of hope and
recognising our own strengths. acceptance.

_— — )

“It took away the stigma and fear from cancer. As we have a student at
our school being treated for leukaemia, it helped the children understand
what she is going though and why she has lost her hair. Having an
understanding of the disease has certainly increased empathy in the other
children too”

— Principal

“The manner in which the show addresses cancer is age appropriate while
clearly articulating the facts. It has helped me to be able to talk about
cancer in a positive and reassuring manner”

- Educator

1300 662 267
campgquality.org.au
puppetprograms@campgquality.org.au

Ny

Camp @ Quality
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OUT OF SCHOOL
HOURS CARE

Vacation Care |15 - 26 Apnl )
WEEK 1

Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday

15 April 16 April 17 April 18 April 19 April

In-House In-House In-House Excursion Incursion

Bluey Day Tropical Tuesday Treasure Hunt Mickster The Build A Stuffler
Obstacle Course Trickster Show Bear

MICKSTER
TH
TRICKSTER
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Today is all about Bluey! Gelmadyhaday'fulld Find the reasure by Ride the bus to The Parks to hhheawtemdu.ldcly
Different art and craft tropical fund following clues hidden =€ 3 cood live show, lunch friend, give them a name,
activwties based on Bluey. around the schodl, then at the playground, then a and take them home with
Make Bluey cupcakes and Sand tray play, maks compete in owr playground SWirm in e ndoor poal. VO
Bluey milkshakes. smoothies, sand art, make 3 obstacle challenge.

grass skirt, coconut painting, Depart: 8.30am
Wackadoo! make a pine cone pneapple Retumn: 3.30pm

and Bmbo! Trarsport: Private Bus
Qutcomes: 3 4 5 Outcomes: 3 4 5 Outcomes: 2 3 4.5 Outcomes: 3 4 5 Outcomes: | 3 4 5
Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday
22 April 23 April 24 April 25 April 26 April
In-House Excursion In-House Excursion
Creative Activities Apple Picking at Wheels Day and Warrawong Wildlife

Day Lenswood Movie Marathon
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Make 3 sensory jar, Fick your own apples and
kaleidoscope, scratch ant enjoy outdoor actvities.
progector larmp and try Picnic styée lunch and play
sheker mosaics. Lots of at the park.
things o make and do.

Depart: §:30am

Returm: 3:30pm

Trarsport. Private Bus.
Qutcomes: 1 3 4. 5 Outcomes: 3 4 5

St. Mark's Lutheran OSHC OSHC Support Team
37 Hampden Road, Mount Barker, 5251 P 08 8200 2516
Wayne Copley E oshc@ymcasa.org.au
0499 591 662 B /YMCA SA OSHC
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HARIMONY WEEK

Our Senior Choir will be singing a special Harmony Day sogq at Chapel tomorrow.
Parents are warmly welcome to attend.



Community Get That Diary Out

March

Friday 22nd

Chapel, 9am - 4K

Harmony Day, Wear Orange/cultural dress

_ Ilux[ﬂ%ﬂu;{\;:?ﬂl*%g%,m - Tuesday 26th
H
?l?@?wssjwm - Assembly, 9am

e S5 Kytons Bakery Fundraiser Orders available today

W
TICKETS AV mu«mwnm »\wmmnruxnwnw ODE BELOW
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. Thursday 28th
Maundy Thursday Chapel, 9am - 3L

Friday 29th
Good Friday Public Holiday

April
Monday 1st
Easter Monday Public Holiday

Wednesday 3rd
2024 Learning Conversations (School finishes at 3:00pm)

Friday 5th
Chapel, 9am - Pastor
Ride to School Day

Tuesday 9th
Assembly, 9am

Nunga Lu nch 2024 Learning Conversations (School finishes at 3:00pm)
Mount Barker Health Thursday 11th

Team . | 2024 Learning Conversations (School finishes at 3:00pm)

Friday 12th
Closing Chapel, 9am - Ms Saracini

Monday 15th - Friday 26th
School Holidays

'BEGINNER, INTERMEDIATE & GILS
SEssioNs

\J SHEPHERDS HILL. \/ COBBLER CREEK

"/ MT BARKER \'J OHALLORAN HILL 1

sescecosrsccsesccsnccnns

% JAFTER SCHOOL SKILLS .
.oum_\/ 17th April
B0 BT DL 1lam-2pm
: RAGUIN FARK 0B8R CREEK Mount Barker Community Health
'O'HALLORAN HILL ‘@ Meeting Room 1
ADELAIDE DIRT LEAGUE A RSVP to
= - Kerri - 04 039 297 15

WEEKLY SESSIONS THROUGHOUT TERMS 2 8.3
(SATURDAY MORNING) ~ DIFFERENT LOCATION

Oor
Jordan - 04 782785 47

Scan for Contact Us
=00 more info
or to
BOOK!
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Warrawong - Crochet Dropping o Session entries
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