
COMMUNITY…CONNECTION…BELONGING 
My husband and I live in one of three adjoining properties in Bridgewater. We are in the process of
seeking “Community Title” for the properties and we are working through the bureaucracy and
paperwork that that involves. The three adjoining blocks centre around half an acre of native
vegetation, plus an established orchard and vegetable garden, which is a lot of work to maintain
on our own! Community title will protect the area from development in the future and preserve a
unique piece of bushland that can be shared. Our main motivation is not just to reduce the
mowing; we also want to build an intentional community. We are aware that, more and more, the
trend in our society is towards a lifestyle that focuses on self and leaves many people feeling
isolated and alone. Community title will mean that the three households will share in the upkeep
of the native vegetation, orchard and vegetable garden, and in the produce it provides. There will
be regular times spent caring for the land together, working alongside one another, jointly
investing in the beautiful creation God has given us to call home. The desire is that this little
community will also gather to share meals, to support one another, to live out our faith in Jesus,
and to intentionally slow down with a warm welcome to others who come to visit. 

God has made us to live in relationship. The triune nature of God; Father, Son and Holy Spirit, and
his determination to join us in our humanity, is all testament to the relational nature of our God.
And we are made in his image! We were not made to live in isolation, in disconnect from each
other and from the environment.  

In Hebrews 10:24-25 we read, “And let us consider how we may spur one another on toward love
and good deeds,  not giving up meeting together, as some are in the habit of doing, but
encouraging one another…” And in Romans 12 we are encouraged to… “Be devoted to one another
in love. Honor one another above yourselves…..  Be joyful in hope, patient in affliction, faithful in
prayer. Share with the Lord’s people who are in need. Practice hospitality.” 

There are many different ways to slow down and connect with others. In tiny moments of
encounter or interaction, even jobs shared, we can let others know that they are part of God’s
creation and that we all belong. 
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Over my 13 years at St Mark’s I have often
talked about the story of our school. From
humble beginnings in a couple of transportable
buildings we’ve grown to be blessed with the
beautiful facilities we enjoy today, from 40
students to 364 students and 3 staff to 43
staff. We don’t stay the same and we journey
from one chapter to the next as a community.

As I walked around St Mark’s yesterday, I
noticed our Foundation students nearing the
end of their first year of school and our Year 6
students on the verge of completing their
primary schooling. For me it has been (and is
for a few more weeks) a privilege to be part of
our community for a little over 13 years. Our
school’s story is one that is centred on the lives
of students, families and staff and how they are
shaped by and shape each other.

Yesterday our School Board shared a
significant moment for the next chapter of St
Mark’s story when they advised you of Andrew
Boesch’s appointment as Principal from 2026. I
congratulate Andrew on his appointment. I look
forward to meeting with Andrew in the coming
weeks and handing over the St Mark’s story
into his capable and nurturing hands.

James Heyne
Principal
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Important dates not to miss
Monday, 24th November
Pupil Free School Closure Day (YMCA operating
to provide care for the day).

Sat 6th December 
Mt Barker Pageant with St Marks Community
Float. Permissions to be included are due back
tomorrow, Friday 21 November. 

Wednesday, 10th December at 7pm
Whole School Closing Service for all students
at Inbarendi at Cornerstone College

Year 4 Choir
On Tuesday, Year 4 Choir members performed at
the St Mark’s Church Seniors Lunch.  The theme of
the lunch was belonging, and it was beautiful to
see the young and old come together in
celebration at this special time of year. 



School life
Champions Challenge
On Thursday Week 5 our Champions Challenge team attended Cornerstone College for our final
sporting competition for the year. Champions Challenge is an athletics day against our 3
neighbouring Lutheran Primary Schools; St Michael’s, Lobethal Lutheran and Unity College. We
were greeted by overcast conditions as we competed in High Jump, Long Jump, ShotPut, Discus,
100m, 200m and 600m.

It was a real credit to our students who competed in a friendly way, supported one another and
maintained their “effort” during their events. At the end of the day St Mark’s was declared the
overall winners for the 5  year in a row… an amazing effort!th

 

Big thank you to the parent volunteers, scorers and LSO’s who supported Mr Scott on the day.
Students are reminded to was and return their T-shirt via the front office.



Library News - Book Club
Orders and payments need to be completed
by Monday 24 November.

School life
Year 1 Treasure Maps
The Year 1 children had to create a map and
then write directions for a partner to follow to
find the treasure!

P&F Update
P&F Committee - New members needed
The P&F will be sadly losing core members by
the end of the year. We ask the whole school
community to please consider joining the P&F
committee to help keep the great work running
into 2026.

Donut Day - Friday 5th December (Week 8)
Order forms have been sent out for Donut Day.

$3.50 each, one per student only.

Now with gluten free options for students.
Please order on Flexischools or the paperform.

Colour run (Week 8) - Volunteers
If you wish to help with colour run on Friday
5th December please contact the school front
desk to put your name down. Arrive at 1:45pm
for a debrief by Amanda Kluge.

Week 5 Chapel
We welcomed Rachel Stevens, one of the
Chaplains from Cornerstone College, who led
us in Chapel last Friday.



School life
Foundation Afternoon of Fun
On Friday November 14th our Foundations had an “Afternoon of Fun!” We walked to the Laratinga
wetlands, explored the local area, sculptures, bee honey and local plants, and had a play. After
lunch David Booth, our local Indigenous speaker, spoke to us in the hall to support our learning in
our HASS unit called ‘My Special Place, Your special Place’. Our final part of this unit is discussing
special places for local First Nations People. Laratinga Wetlands is a sacred spot for the Peramangk
people.

After school we stayed late after school for our “Afternoon of Fun” to have afternoon tea, play,
create, complete challenges, watch a movie, have pizza dinner and end with a story by a special
guest. It was wonderful to share this exciting experience with them!



November
Nov 17-21 - FO Swim Week
Nov 20- Reimagine Markets
Nov 21 - Year 6 Transition to Cornerstone
Nov 24 - Pupil Free Day
Nov 25 - Assembly
Nov 26 - FO 2026 Transition Group 1
Nov 27 - FO 2026 Transition Group 2
Nov 28 - Chapel

December
Dec 2 - Assembly
Dec 3 - FO 2026 Transition Group 1
Dec 4 - FO 2026 Transition Group 2
Dec 4 - Year 6 Graduation Dinner
Dec 5 - Chapel
Dec 8 - Step Up Day & Talent Quest
Dec 9 - Assembly
Dec 9 - Class Parties and Year 6 Big Day Out
Dec 10 - Whole School End of Year Service

Diary 
Friday Chapel
Chapel is held every Friday at 9am in the Hall.
We look forward to Foundation H leading us in
Chapel tomorrow. 

Parents and friends are all welcome to attend
and join us in the staff room before and after
Chapel for coffee, tea, hot chocolate and
biscuits!






