
Keep it simple
As I sat down to write my final faith focus, I procrastinated for way too long. With this being my
last opportunity to share with you in this way, I wanted to make sure I got it right. I thought about
many bible passages, stories and words of wisdom, but couldn’t settle on what I thought would be
just the right message.

During chapels and devotions, I’ve always been keen to remind our students of 1 John 3:1 ‘See
what great love the father has given us, that we should be called children of God, and that is what
we are’. I want us all to know how special we are as loved children of God.

I’ve also often shared the words of Ephesians 2:8 ‘For it is by grace you have been saved, through
faith, and this is not from yourselves, it is the gift of God.’ I want us to know that we don’t have to
and can’t earn God’s love, he just freely gives it to each of us.

I think I was making it harder than it needs to be as God has kept it simple for us. As I leave St
Mark’s, my prayer simply is that St Mark’s has been and remains a place where we come together
knowing

Each one of us is a special and unique individual created by God with unmeasurable worth as
God’s children.
God loves us each one of us just as we are and nothing changes his love for us.
Through Jesus he saves and forgives us, we don’t earn this, it’s a gift
God wants to bless us each and every day

God bless for the next chapters of your lives.

Term 4 Week 8

Faith Focus

James Heyne

Generous casual day donations to Hungry No More



Once again we have our traditional end of year
activities and celebrations occurring which bring
celebration to the end of our year. Below I’ve
summarised these with key pieces of information
for you.

Thursday 4th Dec - Year 6 Celebration Dinner
Tonight our Year 6 students and their parents and
carers gather at Auchendarroch House for our
celebration evening. This will be a time of sharing
memories and reflecting on who our students have
become. Arrival is from 6:30pm for a 7pm start.

Monday 8th Dec - Step Up To 2026
Step Up Day is part of our preparation and
transition for our 2026 Year 1 to 6 students. It will
be held next Monday, 8th December. Between
recess and lunch students will move to their 2026
classes with their 2026 teachers. A number of our
new students beginning at St Mark’s in Years 1 to 6
in 2026 will join us for the day.

Monday 8th Dec - SRC Student Talent Show
Our Year 4 to 6 classes are auditioning in their class
groups to select the very best talent show acts to
entertain our Year 3 to 6 students. It will be held in
our hall on Monday, 8th December after lunch.

Tuesday 9th December – Year 6 Big Day Out
Our Year 6 students head off site to enjoy the day
relaxing together at the recreation centre and
movies

Tuesday 9th Dec - Class Parties and Christmas
Casual Clothes Day
While our Year 6 students are enjoying their ‘Big
Day Out’, Foundation to Year 5 classes will enjoy a
lunchtime class party. Our wonderful P&F are
providing a pizza and hot chip lunch for all students.
Students only need to bring their recess and drink
bottle.
To add to the festive tone students may choose to
dress for a Christmas themed casual clothes day.

Tuesday 9th Dec - End Of Year Reports
Written student reports are being finalised and will
be emailed to parents on Tuesday, 9th December.
Teachers are available to meet with you to discuss
any questions until Friday morning next week. If you
would like to find a suitable time to talk, please
phone ahead to the office or email your child’s
teacher to arrange this. It is important to make a 

Principal Ponderings
time to talk as staff have a number of commitments
scheduled for the remainder of the year.

Wednesday 10th Dec - Final Student Assembly
Our student assembly is on Wednesday, 10th
December at 9:15 am in our school hall. At this
assembly: Our School Band will perform; 2026
School Captains will be announced and receive the
Leadership mantle from our 2025 School Captains;
The 2025 House Shield will be presented; Final
achievement awards and other certificates will be
presented and we’ll enjoy a few favourite Christmas
carols. Please note the school office will be
temporarily closed from 9:10am to 10:00am.
Families are welcome to attend.

Wednesday 10th Dec - Whole School Closing
Service & Year 6 Graduation
I am always delighted that our whole school will
gather for this most significant event in our school
year next Wednesday, 10th at 7pm. All students are
expected to attend. If for any reason your child is
not able to attend, please phone or email the office
contact@stmarks.sa.edu.au.

The service begins at 7pm, with Foundation to Year
5 students to arrive by 6:50pm. Students wear their
summer uniform. During the service: Our
Foundation students provide a special welcome to
their Year 6 buddies; Our Choir will sing; All
Foundation to Year 5 students sing a farewell
blessing to our Year 6 students; Graduation
certificates will be presented as our Year 6 students
formally graduate from St Mark’s and our Year 6
students will perform a final item.

2026 Student Stationery
We continue to manage this process for you so
enjoy the break from this task. If your preference is
for your child to access individual stationery, please
advise the school office of this.

Christmas cards and candy canes
We have started to see students sharing Christmas
cards with each other. I remind families that we do
not distribute Christmas candy canes, sweets or
chocolates as part of card and greeting giving.

I’ll have a final message for families next Tuesday,
but again I wish to thank you for your ongoing
support.

James Heyne
Principal



School life
Assembly
Our Week 7 Assembly was led by Lawson, Parker, and Grace. Year 3L presented their learnings
around different poems and shared some of their own creations. Year 4K shared about their recent
excursion to the SA Art Gallery. Year 5H prepared a skit around persuasive texts discussing why Year
5 is the best year in primary school. Students who participated in Maths Olympiads were presented
with their certificates, and as always, we celebrated all those who received Achievement Awards.

Willow VDB
Marshall P

Jake VL
Keanan S
Parker W
Irina YS
Sam M
Leo S

Oliver W

Achievement Awards
Congratulations to the following students who received awards at our Week 8 Assembly:

Jack H
Kylah B
Wren J

Austin H
Sebastian D

Immanuel BK
Ruhi G

Adalynd M
Rida N

Lewis S
Zoe B
Amy T
Isla M

Gurfateh S
Oakleigh M

Asher B
William R

Ellie E

Ethan H
Emily G
Flynn M

Annalise VH
Imogen B
Ashton F
Holly B
Sylvie S

Harry G
Charlotte L
Piper B-C
Isabella R
William O
Hunter C
 Frankie V

Opal M



School life
Year 1 Visit to Sash Ferguson 
In Christian Studies this term, the Year 1’s have
been exploring the gifts and talents that God has
given us and how we can use these to serve others.
On Friday we brought joy to the residents at Sash
Ferguson through sharing songs. We had a
wonderful time walking over to visit them and
sharing some cards and decorations that we had
made for them!

Year 4 Arcade Science
This term Year 4 have been exploring materials and
forces in Science. Last week they used their
scientific skills to plan, design, create, test and
produce a fun arcade game for others to play.
They then reflected on which materials they used
and which forces were used throughout the
playing of their games.



School life
Chapel with Foundation Driver
Last Friday, Chapel was led by Foundation Driver
which showed us how to have courage and faith,
like Daniel in the lions den. 

Library News
Premier’s Reading Challenge
Yesterday the children received their medals
and certificates for this year’s Reading
Challenge. We had another wonderful year with
314 students completing the challenge!! I look
forward to another year of great reading in
2026!

Library Books
There are still a LOT of outstanding books and
readers that need to be returned. Please assist
us by returning these ASAP so that our Stock-
take can be finalized.

Louise Paterson
Library Resource Manager

Jace has been training at Port Adelaide every
Saturday morning with the team for the past few
months.
 

Jace competed in the 100m, 200m and 4x100m
relay. He recorded a personal best in the 100m
coming in as the fastest boy from SA with 13.39sec.
In the 200m he ranked as the 13th fastest with a
time of 28.22sec. The boys came 5th in their relay
with the eastern states (Qld, ACT, NSW and VIC)
dominating due the the pathways and athletic
academies for their elite athletes.
 

Jace came away from the championship
determined to improve and will work with a sprint
coach to develop his technique, power, speed and
mind set.

Jace was selected to
represent SA at the
School Sports
Australia track and
field championship
which was held in
Canberra, at The
Institute of Sport.



December
Dec 4 - Year 6 Celebration Dinner
Dec 5 - Chapel
Dec 8 - Step Up Day & Talent Quest
Dec 10 - Assembly
Dec 9 - Class Parties and Year 6 Big Day Out
Dec 10 - Assembly
Dec 10 - Whole School End of Year Service 7pm

Diary 
Friday Chapel
Chapel is held every Friday at 9am in the Hall.
We look forward to Class 2M leading us in
Chapel tomorrow. 

Parents and friends are all welcome to attend
and join us in the staff room before and after
Chapel for coffee, tea, hot chocolate and
biscuits!






