
Chapel in Week 6 of Term 1 is always a special time because that’s when the school and the St
Mark’s congregation share the joyous activity of presenting bibles to the Year 2 students. The
congregation’s Women’s Fellowship group donate towards the purchase of the Bibles, and several
representatives come along to Chapel to hand them out.

The Bible – also known as Holy Scripture – is SUCH a special book. Not only does it tell us about
God’s guidance of his people throughout history – often providing additional information on
numerous events that are also recorded in conventional historical records – but it also shows God’s
undivided, unconditional love for those who come to accept him into their lives.

The Bible is divided into 66 ‘books’. The first 39 books, known as the Old Testament, contain some
pretty wild stories of the things God had to do to protect his people and keep them on track in their
preparation for the arrival of Jesus. The remaining 27 books then tell the story of the ministry of
Jesus as God’s gift of forgiveness to all human beings – past, present, and future.

If you’ve never read the Bible, this might all sound a bit bland, but the Bible is recognised as the
best-selling, most translated, most broadly distributed, most widely read book of all time. Current
statistics record that roughly 100 million Bibles are printed annually!

But so what? How can this old book be of any relevance to us today? Well, here’s the thing. The
Bible itself tells us that, “All Scripture is inspired by God and is useful to teach us what is true and
to make us realize what is wrong in our lives. It corrects us when we are wrong and teaches us to do
what is right” (2 Timothy 3:16 New Living Translation).

I don’t know about you, but I NEED a book like that in my life! Through the Bible, God not only
challenges and corrects me, but also comforts, heals, and encourages me.

I encourage you to check it out. Make time to read the Bible regularly to discover and grow your
relationship with God. You’ll be glad you did! And if you’ve never tried it, you can start here!

I’m at Chapel most Fridays and available for a chat afterwards. Feel free to come and say “Hi.”
God bless your week!
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Faith Focus

Pastor Greg

Rocket Launch Time

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=John+1&version=NLT


One of our learning principles at St Mark’s is,
“Our learning is real life”. Our teachers work
hard to provide learning experiences for our
students which are engaging and connect them
with the world outside of school. There were
some exciting things going on around the
school this week, and it was great to see some
of the real life learning in our upper primary
grades. Our Year 4 students were visited by
Jade Cornish from SA Water as part of their
look at water as a resource. Our Year 6
students hosted visits from Matt Schultz, who
spoke to them about state government and
Ben Footner, who spoke about local
government, before going on excursion to
Parliament House in Adelaide. Our Year 5's had
some very engaging learning experiences,
travelling to Port Hughes for their coastal
explorer camp.

On Friday, our Year 2 students will receive their
Bibles during chapel. Pastor Greg will be there
to present them, along with the Women’s
Fellowship from St Mark’s Lutheran Church.
Our visitors will spend some time with the Year
2's after chapel, reading some stories and
getting to know our students. We are grateful
to the St Mark’s congregation for their
generous support of our school.

School Board
St Mark's School Board is seeking nominations
to fill 3 vacancies on the Board and 1 vacancy
on the Finance Risk and Audit Sub-committee.
Nominations are sought from persons with
skills in finance and accounting, information
technology, education, facilities management,
marketing and communications, legal and
compliance. Nominations close 18 March 2026.
For further information, please contact Casey
Work at chair@stmarks.sa.edu.au 

Sports Day
Thanks again to everyone who has volunteered
to help out with the P&F sports day barbecue 

Principal Ponderings
and cake stall. This is our P&F’s major
fundraiser for the year and one that requires a
lot of helpers if it is to run successfully. The
P&F are a tremendous support for our school
and our community – please do what you can
to support them as they do this.

If you can spare some time to cook on the
barbecue, bake a cake or help out on the stall,
we would love to hear from you. An eForm was
sent out last week, which you can complete to
lend your support. We’re looking forward to a
successful and enjoyable day.

Andrew Boesch
Principal

Lost Property
These glasses have been handed in to the
front office. If they are your child’s, please
come collect them from Steph at the front
office. 



At St Mark’s students belong to one of four
house teams; Barker (yellow), Davison (blue),
Sturt (green), or Dunn (red). House teams are
involved in various activities on a number of
occasions throughout the year. St Mark’s first
whole school event is our annual Sports Day.

Friday March 13, (Week 7)
St Mark’s Twilight Sports Day 
(Whole school event)
Parents, caregivers, and students are invited to
attend an optional community lunch from
12.00pm. You are welcome to bring a picnic or
purchase lunch from the P&F BBQ. Please note
that all children are expected to be in their
classroom at 12.40pm for the official school
roll call. Before entering the classroom, please
ensure your child has eaten a substantial lunch,
is wearing their house coloured plain polo top,
has applied sunscreen, has a bottle of water
and their school hat. 

A program of the events has been included in
this newsletter.

Sports Day

P&F Update
Sports Day - Friday 13 March
Sports day snack packs close Monday! Please
get orders in now on Flexischools
Snack packs include a fruit box, apple, popcorn,
gummy bears and a Le Snak for $7. 

VOLUNTEERS NEEDED!
Please sign up to volunteer at the Sports day
BBQ. Volunteers are desperately needed.
Contact the school or email CJ at
stmarkspf@gmail.com

Election BBQ - Saturday 21 March
The P&F ask for volunteers to work the election
day BBQ. Snags, drinks and toasties will be
cooked up and sold opposite the library
between 7am and 3pm. We would like to have 6
volunteers please.



School life
Visits by Mr Schulz and Mr Footner 
On Monday, Year 4 to 6 students went to the
library to listen to Matt Schultz. He is running
as an Independent for Kavel, to represent Mt
Barker. He is going to be in the upcoming
election. He talked to us because in HASS we
are learning about Parliament, so he came here
to tell us about Parliament House and what he
wants to do during the next 3 years!

Mr Footner also came in to talk about his work
and what he does. He works for the Mt Barker
Council (local government). He helps with all
the things in Mt Barker. Things like pet
registrations and potholes in roads. It was
interesting to hear how people serve for the
community.

Written by Jemima & Sylvie, Year 6 Student on
behalf of the St Mark’s Scribes

Congratulations to our Swim Team
On Thursday the 26  of February, 21
enthusiastic swimmers attended the Summit
Aquatic Centre, Mount Barker, to represent our
school in the annual Courier Cup swimming
carnival. It was the first time this event had
been at the Summit Aquatic Centre and it was
fantastic to use the new facilities. In the lead
up, these students attended trials to prepare
for the day and have shown a strong
commitment to improving their swimming
strokes! Mr Scott and Mrs Fourie were very
proud to witness the students’ efforts and
team comradery. Well done to our swimmers;
we finished 2nd place overall in the BARKER
district.

th

Year 4 SA Water Visit
Our Year 4 students were visited by Jade
Cornish from SA Water as part of their Look at
Water as a Resource work.



School life
Year 6 Parliament Excursion
On Tuesday, the Year 6 classes went to Parliament House on North Terrace, and The Democracy
Museum in Adelaide, as an educational excursion while learning about democracy and Australia’s
government. They also visited The Adelaide Migration Museum as a peek into what they would be
exploring next. 

We interviewed some our fellow Year 6’s about their experience and this is what they said:
“It was fun learning about how the government worked, and we also learned about the structure of
Parliament House.” -Jenon

“We got to see the Lower House and the Upper House and learned about the traditions of the
houses.” - Carli

“It was a great experience to sit where the real politicians sit.” - Louis

“It was absolutely wonderful to learn so much about Australia’s democracy and how the
government works.” -Navneeth

Written by ___, Year 6 Student on behalf of the St Mark’s Scribes



School life
600m & Discuss
Last Friday, Year Four to Six participated in the 600m races and discus. We started with 600m, we
went through each year level, starting with 9-year-olds to 12-year-olds. Everyone showed
persistence and confidence as they ran. Discus ran throughout the rest of the day with some great
results from the throwing. We’re all excited about Sports Day next Friday. 

Written by Sylvie, Year 6 Student on behalf of the St Mark’s Scribes



  EVENT   Junior Tabloid     Senior Tabloid 

    1   1:05   1:05

  2   1:30    1:35

  3    1:50    2:05

  4   2:15    2:35

  5    2:35    3:05

  6    3:00   3:35

  7    3:20      

  8    3:45  

Program - Friday, 13 March
The second day of the 2026 Sports Day will run as listed below: 

12:00pm 
Students and families are invited to bring a picnic lunch or share in a community BBQ prior to the
event commencing. 

12:40pm
Students need to be in their classrooms at 12.40pm to meet their teachers and for roll call

12:50pm
Students will be seated at house tents by their class teacher and ready for the opening of the 2026
Sports Day followed by the Acknowledgement of Country. 

1:00pm
Introduction to Sports Day, including House Captain’s oath before groups move off to tabloid
events.

First Session - Tabloid Events

Students enjoy their afternoon break in the comfort of their classrooms
Afternoon Break - 4:05-4:30pm

Second Session - 4:30pm Junior/Senior Events
Foundation/Year 1 – Rob the Nest (junior oval). Year 1’s first, followed by Foundations

Year 2/ Year 3 – Year 2 - Water Bucket Relay (outside Year 4’s), Year 3 – Rob The Nest (senior
oval) Year 2&3s to complete both activities 

Year 4 - Year 4 - Sack Race, Year 5 - Egg and Spoon and Year 6- Knee Ball Relay (senior oval). 
Year 4-6 - complete all activities once (time permitting) 

Third Session - Whole School
5:00pm- 1-6 Relay – Boys (Race A)/ Girls (Race B)
5:10pm- House War Cry
5:20pm- Student/Teacher/Parent Race
5:30pm - Presentation of House Sports Shield



School TV
We are excited to announce that we have partnered with SchoolTV to provide families with access
to clear, expert-led guidance on the issues affecting young people today. SchoolTV is an evidence-
based wellbeing resource designed to support parents and carers in raising children and
adolescents.

Families are encouraged to explore SchoolTV regularly and to sign up to Get Alerts within any
SchoolTV topic to stay informed when new topics are released. SchoolTV can be accessed via our
website here. You can read the information below, or watch a video introducing SchoolTV here

https://www.stmarks.sa.edu.au/community/st-marks-school-tv/
https://www.stmarks.sa.edu.au/community/st-marks-school-tv/
https://schooltv.me/media/engaging-parents-and-carers-student-wellbeing


March
Mar 4-6 Year 5 Camp Port Hughes
Mar 6 - Chapel 9am
Mar 9 - Public Holiday
Mar 10 - Assembly 2.40pm
Mar 13 - Twilight Sports Day - Community Lunch
................from 12 noon, students in classrooms
................by 12.40pm
Mar 20 - Chapel 9am
Mar 23-25 - Year 4 Camp She Oak
Mar 24 - Assembly 2.40pm
Mar 27 - Chapel 9am
Mar 30 - Learning Conversations

April
Apr 1 - Learning Conversations
Apr 7 - Assembly 2.40pm
Apr 7 - Learning Conversations
Apr 8 -  School photos
Aor 10 - Closing Chapel - 9am
Apr 10 - Whole School Musical Jam 1.45pm

Diary 
Friday Chapel
Chapel is held every Friday at 9am in the Hall.
We look forward to Pastor Greg leading us in
Chapel tomorrow, along with the gifting of
Bibles to Year 2 students. 

Parents and friends are welcome to attend and
join us in the staff room, before and after
Chapel for coffee, tea, hot chocolate and
biscuits!
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