
This coming Sunday is a special day in the Christian Church. Palm Sunday begins Holy Week, the
most important week for all Christians as we journey with Jesus towards the cross and the empty
tomb. There is a saying that ‘a week is a long time in politics’ but I could easily argue that the week
that followed Palm Sunday was a long time for Jesus! The way it started was in stark contrast to the
way it ended. 

On what is now known as Palm Sunday, Jesus entered the city of Jerusalem, riding humbly on the
colt of a donkey, a donkey that had never been ridden before. This was to fulfill an Old Testament
prophecy. “Rejoice, O people of Zion! Shout in triumph, O people of Jerusalem! Look, your king is
coming to you. He is righteous and victorious, yet he is humble, riding on a donkey – riding on a
donkey’s colt.” Zechariah 9:9 

I picture myself trying to ride a donkey that has never been ridden before. Even with a saddle and
reins, I’m pretty sure I would be bucked off. But not Jesus, calm, caring and Lord of all. 

The crowds that day welcomed Jesus with joy, waving palm branches, laying down their coats and
shouting, “Hosanna!”, “Save us!” Days later the same crowd would be shouting, “Crucify him!” 

Palm Sunday reminds us of who Jesus truly is, a King. But He is not like any king we know. Jesus
didn’t come seeking political power or earthy victory. Jesus came with a humble heart of
forgiveness, peace, humility, love and grace. 

Palm Sunday invites us to reflect. How do we welcome Jesus into our lives?  

May we join the voices of that first Palm Sunday, not only with our words, but with trusting hearts
turned to Jesus, our humble and saving King. Hosanna! 
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Faith Focus

Cheryl Liebelt

No electricity, no worries!



It was wonderful to have the opportunity to
start the week with the Year 4 students at their
camp at She Oak Run in Finniss. We had a
beautiful location and there were plenty of
engaging activities to keep us busy. Students
were tested with a range of team building
exercises, from building billy carts and racing
tracks to powering giant canoes to
constructing and sailing rafts. It was great to
see the way the Year 4s stepped up to take on
these challenges. It was also great to see the
way our Year 4 teachers, parent helpers and
Active Ed staff ran the camp and engaged with
our students.

Over the weekend I spent time at the St Mark’s
P&F Election Day barbecue. It was so
encouraging to see how many members of our
community came out to help with this. We had
a great day, with almost 600 sausages sold,
along with a lot of cold drinks. It was
particularly nice to have some students and ex-
students helping out during the day. Thanks to
Saya and Lewis, and to Jake and Seb for your
work.

St Mark’s will have a marquee at the Mount
Barker Show this weekend, where we will be
sharing about our amazing school and our
wonderful community. If you are heading to
the Mount Barker Show this weekend, do stop
in and say hello.

 Andrew Boesch
Principal

Click for full report

Principal Ponderings

Learning Conversations - Early Dismissal
Please note that there is early dismissal at
3pm on the nights of the Learning
Conversations. These dates are:

Monday, 30 March, 
Wednesday, 1 April, 
Tuesday, 7 April. 

SPECIAL REPORT: The Cost of Living Crisis
In our ever-changing economic landscape,
parents and caregivers are increasingly faced
with the task of broaching the subject of
growing expenses with their children. While the
instinct may be to shield young people from
life’s challenges, there's a growing belief that
addressing real-world issues, including
financial uncertainties, can actually foster
resilience and understanding. Striking a
balance between protection and education is
crucial for those looking to empower their
children.

To effectively introduce the topic of finances,
we need to be mindful of the timing and setting
of the conversation. Using straightforward,
age-appropriate language helps maintain
transparency, and openly discussing
adjustments to the family budget can carry
significant weight. By encouraging children to
participate in finding creative ways to save and
make thoughtful spending choices, parents can
nurture a sense of responsibility.

This Special Report offers a valuable
opportunity to enhance children's financial
literacy, equipping them with the resilience
needed to thrive in an increasingly complex
world. Click here for the full Special Report

https://stmarks.sa.schooltv.me/wellbeing_news/special-report-cost-living-crisis-au
https://stmarks.sa.schooltv.me/wellbeing_news/special-report-cost-living-crisis-au


P&F Update
Easter Raffle 
P&F are holding an Easter Raffle starting from
Saturday. Raffle tickets will be available for $2
each in the afternoons at pick up time. There
are two prizes to win with a Easter basket
valued at $200 and a secondary prize valued at
$50.

School life

Colouring Competition & Casual Day
We will be having a casual day on the last day
of term (Friday 10th April) for ALWS. The  
theme will be 'Blue' and a gold coin donation
towards Fish for Freedom - ALWS would be
greatly appreciated. 

The SRC are also holding a colouring in
competition. Colouring sheets can be found
by the Year 4 classrooms as part of the fish
display.  You can choose which sheet you
would like to enter. Only one entry per
student, with each class having a winner.  
Please deliver completed entries to School
Captains in 6k. 

State Swimming
Congratulations to Carli H , Grace B-K, Khadija
T, Emily G, and Saya P who competed in the
State Swimming Championships at the SA
Aquatic & Leisure Centre. Well done to Grace
who won gold for the 11 year old Breaststroke,
and silver for the Medley Relay as part of the
Barker team, and Saya who won bronze for the
10 year old Breaststroke.

Chapel by 4AY
Last Friday, Class 4AY presented a beautiful
service for our Chapel around God’s love for all
of us.



School life
Assembly
Our whole school assembly for week 9 was hosted by Elijah & Sarah. Class 2L shared their learnings from
Christian Studies. Foundation classes joined forces and showed their literacy learnings through songs.
Miss Lyall announced the Band and Choir Captains. Mrs Harrip presented Achievement Awards to
students. Well done and congratulations to all our students. 

Achievement Awards
Congratulations to the following students

who received awards at our Week 9
Assembly:

Harriet B
Stanley R-R

Aurora W
Chase H



March
Mar 27 - Chapel 9am - Cornerstone
Mar 30 - Learning Conversations - 3pm dismissal

April
Apr 1 - Learning Conversations - 3pm dismissal
Apr 2 - Chapel - 6MW: Journey towards Easter
Apr 3 - Good Friday (Public Holiday)
Apr 6 - Easter Monday (Public Holiday)
Apr 7 - Assembly 2.40pm -  2M, Year 5
Apr 7 - Learning Conversations - 3pm dismissal
Apr 8 - School photos
Apr 10 - Closing Chapel - 9am - Pastor Greg
Apr 10 - Casual Day - Blue theme
Apr 10 - Whole School Musical Jam 1.45pm

Diary 
Friday Chapel
Chapel is held every Friday at 9am in the Hall.
We look forward to Mathew Pearce from
Cornerstone College leading us in Chapel
tomorrow. 

Parents and friends are welcome to attend and
join us in the staff room, before and after
Chapel for coffee, tea, hot chocolate and
biscuits!



News & Community Events
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